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FOREWORD

This brochure contains the text of a comparatively recent Sanskrit
work called the Trimsacchloki— (thirty Slokas)—by an unknown author,
and a commentary thereon by Pattabhirama. The commentator,
Pattabhirama, may be assigned to the latter half of the nineteenth
century, A.D. He is also the author of a commentary, called Maiijusd,
on the Nyaya-siddhanta-muktavaeli by Visvanatl.a Paficanana. In his
Maiijisda, Pattabhirama refers, in several places, to Nilakantha, the
author of the well-known commentary on Annambhatta’s Dipikd, called
Prakasika. Nilakantha died in 1840 A.D. So, Pattabhirama cannot be
earlier than 1840 A.D. He is one of the disciples of Nrsimha-Sastri, who
is the author of a commentary called Prabha, on the Muktavalz, and also
of a commentary called Narasimha-prakasikd, on Annambhatta’s Dipika.
Pattabhirama wrote also commentaries on the Tarkasamgrahe and the
Dipika. (See the Madras Balamanorama Press edition of the
Muktdvali with commentaries.)

Gautama, the sitra-kdra of the Nyaya-darSana, expounded
methodically the basic principles of the dialectic and ratiocinative
machinery of the Nyaya system. This machinery was amplified,
perfected and refined by Gange$opadhyaya of Mithila of the thirteenth
century, by Raghunatha-Siromani of the sixteenth century, and later, in
the seventeenth century, by Jagadisa and Gadadhara. The dialectic
literature of the later Nyaya is a vast banian tree, which had its roots
struck deep and its huge trunk fully developed in Mithila in the
Tattvacintdmani, had its immense foliage stretched out and ramified in
the Didhiti in Nuddea, and bore fruit in the rich fruitage of Jagadisi and
Gadadhari, which formed the colossal monument of Indian dialectics in
the seventeenth century. Perched high on such broad-based and ever-
growing dialectic eminence, the Nyaya dialecticians of the recent
centuries have been carrying on their Sastraic discussions and making
all their contributions to Sastraic thought in Sanskrit. Pattabhirama
Sastri is one of these recent Naiyayikas.

In the Triméacchloki, and in its commentary, in particular, the
precise significance of certain types of Sanskrit expression, which are
frequently used in polemical literature in Sanskrit, is considered with
reference to appropriate illustrations and elucidated. The types of
Sanskrit expression considered in this work are : —
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 FATAR 5 AIHAR s FA; ¢ ARC; ARy ¢ g ¢ a-
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It may be observed here that Pattabhirama Sastri and other mem-
bers of the fraternity of Nyaya dialecticians look upon language as fixing
the boundaries of thought. In the never-ending fight between speech
and thought, these dialecticians carry on their interpretative function,
with the firm belief that the language of Nyaya can be so far perfected
and refined as to turn out to be an unfailing lasso, which never misses
its mark when thrown into the firmament of thought and successfully
catches specific types of thought in its nooses and exhibits them within
certain well-defined limits : —with the firm conviction that the language
of Nyaya is a perfect and efficient instrument, which helps to summarise,
classify and analyse the results of thinking, however vagarious, tantalis-
ing and elusive thinking itself may be. In this connection, it may be
well to ponder over these epigrams:—

“Thought is language minus sound.”
“ Language is thought plus sound.”

The manuscript of this work was made available by Panditaraja
Rama Pisharoti of Ernakulam, Cochin. As instructed by Mr. K. R.
Pisharoti, M.A., formerly of the Sanskrit Department of this University,
Panditaraja Rama Pisharoti of Ernakulam and Pandit V. Subrahmanya
Sastri of the teaching stafl of the Sanskrit Department in this University
prepared the press-copy of this work and scrutinised the proofs, when
this work was published in the Annamalai University Journal.

This work is now made available separately in book-form, with a
detailed table of contents in Sanskrit prepared by Pandit V. Subrah-
manya Sastri and with this foreword by—

Mahamahopadhyaya Pror. S. KUPPUSWAMI SASTRIAR,
M.A., LES. (Retired).

Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar,

Dated, 23—12—'37.
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